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26" May 2023

INTERNATIONAL

1) Tipu Sultan’s fabled sword was found

- Tipu Sultan’s fabled sword was found in the private bedchamber as it has now broken all auction records
for an Indian object for Bonhams in London by fetching over GBP 14 million at its Islamic and Indian Art
sale this week.

- The sword from Tipu Sultan’s reign between 1782 and 1799, is described as a fine gold koftgari hilted
steel sword referred to as sukhela, which is an emblem of authority.

- The sword was found in the private apartments of Tipu Sultan and the Army of the East India Company
presented it to Major General David Baird as a “token of their high esteem of his courage and conduct in
the assault” which resulted in the killing of Tipu Sultan.

2) The Irish Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly

- Ireland is on track to become the first country to enforce mandatory health advisories on alcohol
products.

- The Irish Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, has approved the new policy, which will be implemented
starting from May 22, 2026.

- This three-year period aims to allow businesses enough time to adjust to the new public health
guidelines.

NATIONAL

1) GRSE Accelerated Innovation Nurturing Scheme
- In a move to address challenges in the ship design and construction industry, Garden Reach Shipbuilders
and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd, a defence PSU (Public Sector Undertaking) based in Kolkata, has launched an
innovation nurturing scheme.

- The GRSE Accelerated Innovation Nurturing Scheme — 2023 (GAINS) aims to generate a large number of
ideas and support their development through a two-stage process.
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2) ‘Sengol’

- Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the new Parliament building on Sunday, 28 May,
showcasing its exquisite artwork and featuring a ceremonial sceptre called ‘Sengol’ among its many
highlights.

- Constructed at a cost of X971 crore, the new complex stands as a symbol of India’s progress, reflecting
the aspirations of the nation’s 1.35 billion citizens.

- Its innovative triangular design optimizes space utilization and fosters efficient governance.

3) ‘SAMARTH Campaign on Promoting Digital Transactions in 50,000 Gram Panchayats’

- The Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, Shri Giriraj Singh, recently launched the
‘SAMARTH Campaign on Promoting Digital Transactions in 50,000 Gram Panchayats’ under the
AzadiKaAmritMahotsav in Lucknow.

- This campaign, initiated by the Ministry of Rural Development, aims to promote digital transactions in
rural areas, with a particular focus on empowering women.

- The launch event witnessed the participation of various dignitaries, including Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Minister of State Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti.

4) Unani System of Medicine in India

- Ministry of Ayush and Minority Affairs have joined hands to promote and help the development of the
Unani System of Medicine in India.

- The Ministry of Minorities Affairs has granted RS 45.34 crore under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas
Karyakram (PMJVK), which is a centrally sponsored scheme. Unani Medicine will be upgraded with the
support of this scheme in Hyderabad, Chennai, Lucknow, Silchar, and Bengaluru.

- The grant approved by the Ministry of Minorities will help in the establishment of various facilities of
Unani Medicine in the mentioned locations.

5) Securities and Exchange Board of India

- The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has granted approval for a change in control of HDFC
Asset Management Company (HDFC AMC) due to the amalgamation of HDFC Ltd and HDFC Bank Ltd.

- This move paves the way for HDFC Bank to become the new owner of HDFC AMC, subject to compliance

with applicable regulations.
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6) Axis Bank has launched ‘Sarathi’

- Axis Bank has launched ‘Sarathi,” a revolutionary digital onboarding platform aimed at simplifying the
process for merchants to adopt Electronic Data Capture (EDC) or Point of Sale (PoS) terminals.

- By eliminating the need for lengthy paperwork and long waiting periods, Sarathi offers a streamlined and
hassle-free experience to merchants, enabling them to begin accepting digital payments quickly and
efficiently.

STATE NEWS

1) Government of Goa and the Government of Uttarakhand

- The Government of Goa and the Government of Uttarakhand have come together and signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enhance the tourism landscape of both Goa and Uttarakhand.
- The MoU signing ceremony was held in the presence of Rohan Khaunte, the Minister for Tourism, IT, E &
C, Printing and Stationary, Government of Goa, and Pushkar Singh Dhami, Chief Minister of Uttarakhand.

2) UPI 123 Pay system

- Gupshup, a conversational engagement platform, has unveiled a groundbreaking solution that enables
UPI payments for feature phone users through its native app called GSPay.

- This innovative approach allows seamless payment experiences using SMS, eliminating the need for
internet connectivity.

- Leveraging the UPI 123 Pay system introduced by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCl), Gupshup, is making digital payments accessible to a wider audience.
In addition, users can conveniently scan QR codes to complete transactions, further enhancing the ease of
use.

3) Community Event in Sydney

- Prime Minister Narendra Modi informed that a new consulate would be constructed in Brisbane during
his address at the Community Event in Sydney.

- He announced that India will establish a new consulate in Brisbane, Australia which aims to fulfill a long-
standing demand of the Indian diaspora in Australia.

- It was announced during the address of Narendra Modi at a packed stadium at Sydney’s Qudos Bank
Arena which was attended by more than 21,000 people across Australia along with the Prime Minister of
Australia, Anthony Albanese.
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4) ‘Green Hydrogen’ policy’

- Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu has informed that a ‘Green Hydrogen’

policy would be formulated to promote the use of green hydrogen and establish the state as a leading hub
for its production.

- Renewable energy resources, including ample sunlight, water, and wind, make the state an ideal location
for generating green hydrogen.

- The primary objective of the Green Hydrogen Policy is to attract investments in large-scale renewable
energy projects, ensuring a consistent and sustainable supply of green electricity for electrolysis.

5) Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) — Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN)

- The Ministry of Civil Aviation has launched UDAN 5.1 after four successful rounds of the Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS) — Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN) and with version 5.0 of the fifth round
underway, to further enhance the connectivity to remote areas of the country and achieve last mile
connectivity through helicopters.

- The current version of the scheme “UDAN 5.1” has been designed after consultations with all
stakeholders including helicopter operators.

- While the intended target is to provide last-mile connectivity, it is also projected to give the helicopter
segment of the Indian civil aviation industry a much-needed boost.

6) Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways

- The Indian government has introduced a series of measures aimed at promoting the adoption of
environmentally friendly technology in the shipping sector.

- These initiatives include offering financial assistance and focusing on upgrading ports. The government’s
announcement was made during a two-day conference organized by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping &
Waterways (MoPSW) following their earlier plan to develop hydrogen ports in India.

7) Urban Climate Film Festival

- The first-ever Urban Climate Film Festival, which aspires to employ the powerful medium of film to
enlighten audiences about the environmental, social, and economic impacts of climate change on urban
settlements, is going to take place in New Town, Kolkata from 3rd to 5th June 2023.

- 16 films from 12 countries are scheduled to be screened, along with Q&A sessions with filmmakers in
order to spark conversations about building climate-resilient cities and invite inputs from the public;
further encouraging the citizens to undertake ‘environmentally responsible behavior’ in line with the U20
priority areas and the Prime Minister’s clarion call through the LiFE Mission.

APPOINTMENTS AND RESGINATIONS
1) Internet and Mobile Association of India
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- In a significant development, the Internet and Mobile Association of India has elected Harsh Jain, the
founder of Dream11, as its new chairperson.

- With this appointment, Indian entrepreneurs are seeking to assert their influence over policy-making in
the rapidly evolving technology and startup sector.

- Rajesh Magow of MakeMyTrip has been appointed as the vice chairperson, and Satyan Gajwani of Times
Internet will serve as the Treasurer.

- The newly formed 24-member governing council, devoid of any Big Tech representation, aims to pave the
way for an industry-focused approach to foster growth and innovation.

2) Jayakumar S. Pillai

- IDBI Bank announced via an official filing that Jayakumar S. Pillai has been appointed as Deputy Managing
Director on the bank’s Board.

- The appointment has been approved by the bank’s board of directors and is valid for a period of three
years starting from the date he assumes office, as authorized by the RBI.

IMPORTANT DAYS

1) World Schizophrenia Day

- Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) commemorated Schizophrenia to
raise awareness and to reduce stigma around mental illness.

- It lifts the lid on the challenges that thousands of people with Schizophrenia from all over the world have
to encounter on a day-to-day basis.

- The DEPwD under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India is the nodal
body to look after all the development agenda of Persons with Disabilities in the country.

- With the vision to create awareness about Schizophrenia among the masses, the Department observed
World Schizophrenia Day, through the institutions associated with it conducted various events at more

than 30 places across India.
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